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 The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)

Seeks

Molecular Geneticist/Technical Coordinator

ICRISAT seeks applications for a Molecular Geneticist/Technical Coordinator to provide technical coordination of a sub-Saharan Africa project on the use of MAS in crop improvement. The project provides technical and scientific backstopping for NARS breeding programs to use MAS for both biotic and abiotic stresses in sorghum and pearl millet. 

ICRISAT is a non-profit, apolitical, international organization for science-based agricultural development. Established in 1972, with its Headquarters at Patancheru, near Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India. It is a Future Harvest center of the Consultative Group for International Agricultural Research (CGIAR, and one of 15 the centers of the CGIAR, and supported by more than 48 governments, foundations, and development banks. ICRISAT is active in the biotechnology of sorghum, pearl millet, chickpea, groundnut and pigeonpea, with allied research themes in genetic resources and enhancement, seed systems development, natural resource management, system diversification and socio-economics to alleviate rural poverty in the semi-arid tropics of Africa and Asia. For further information please visit our website www.icrisat.org.

The Molecular Geneticist will be part of ICRISAT’s team stationed in Nairobi, Kenya, comprising breeders, seed system analysts, biotechnologists, and socio-economists working together as part of ICRISAT’s global research team. The position will report to the Project Leader (currently the Global Theme Leader for Biotechnology, ICRISAT) and has an overall aim of providing a platform to carry out cutting-edge science and to develop capacity for biotechnology within NARS.

The Job: The Technical Coordinator/Molecular Geneticist will be responsible for the technical coordination of a sub-Saharan Africa project on the application of molecular markers in crop improvement. He/she will provide technical and scientific backstopping in MAS to the NARS partners involved in this project. The position will be located at the ILRI Campus (Nairobi, Kenya) in the ICRISAT / Biosciences East and Central Africa (BecA) facility. The responsibilities include:

· Executing molecular marker analyses required for the MAS activities of the project including identifying, obtaining and optimizing suitable molecular markers;

· Providing the required marker services to support NARS MAS activities and developing the protocols necessary for the NARS to properly interface with the marker service lab;

· Providing technical backstopping for those NARS conducting MAS activities in-house;

· Supporting the development and fund raising phases of the project;

· Organizing regional meetings, workshops and consultations; and

· Compiling project technical reports.

The Person: Ph.D. (or equivalent) in Biological Sciences, Genetics, Molecular Biology or a related field, with at least two to four years working experience in molecular markers. In particular, should have experience in the development of molecular markers, genome mapping, optimization of PCR conditions, genotyping using automated systems such as ABI Prisms and analysis of molecular data. Experience in coordinating multi-partner projects in biotechnology, preferably in molecular markers is essential. The successful candidate should also have experience working with NARS in Africa. Should possess effective communication skills with the ability to work in a multi-cultural environment.

Period and Remuneration: The position is initially for a period of three years, with the possibility of extension based on project requirements, availability of funds and job performance. ICRISAT offers a competitive salary and benefits package that includes international health insurance, contribution to pension fund, home leave travel, housing and car allowances, children education assistance, and appropriate relocation assistance.

How to Apply: For further information regarding the position, please contact Dr. Dave Hoisington (d.hoisington@cgiar.org). To apply, send your application letter, along with curriculum vitae, current contact details, and three letters of reference, via e-mail, fax or post to Philip Ndungu (ICRISAT-Nairobi, PO Box 39063, Nairobi, Kenya. Fax: +254 20 7224559, e-mail: P.Ndungu@cgiar.org). Applications will be received until 30 September 2006, or until the position is filled.  

ICRISAT is an equal opportunity employer, and is especially interested in increasing participation of women on its staff

